Introduction 



The Temiar are an aboriginal people who traditionally 
have inhabited the deep jungle areas of the main Malayan 
mountain range in the Malaysian states of Kelantan and 
Perak. Along with other Malayan aboriginal tribes, the Tem- 
iar are identified as Orang Asli, which in Malay literally 
means •♦Original People". The Temiar are the second largest 
aboriginal group comprising perhaps about 15,000 members 
out of a total Orang Asli population of* about 95,000, Precise 
numbers are not available because the Malaysian Government 
no longer counts aborigines in the Census with their tribal 
or linguistic identities but counts them with the Malays for 
statistical purposes. 

Initial work on this dictionary was begun about 1960 
when Dr. Paul B. Means, on sabbatical leave from the Uni- 
versity of Oregon, came to Malaysia to work on adult litera- 
cy projects in collaboration with the Malaysian Ministry of 
Education. The project was designed to prepare literacy 
materials for the pre-literate languages of the Orang AslL 
At that time, the primary research emphasis was placed on 
the Sengoi (or Semai) language for the preparation of mate- 
rials and the training of adult literacy teachers. However, 
in the process of collecting linguistic data, word lists were 
also prepared for Temiar and some other Orang Asli lan- 
guages. Initially, these word lists were designed primarily 
for linguistic comparison, rather than as a comprehensive 
survey of the various Malayan aboriginal languages. 

After Paul Means* death in 1980, his wife, Nathalie 
Means, returned a number of times to work on a Sengoi Dic- 
tionary that could be used by Sengoi speakers to read and 
write in their own language. That dictionary was finally 
published in 1986.^ Before that project was completed, 
Nathalie Means also began to work with a group of Temiar 
speakers on the draft of a Temiar Dictionary, initially based 
on the word lists prepared in the 1970s by Paul Means. 
She returned four times to Malaysia, living in aboriginal 
villages for several months at a time and working in close 
association with a group of Temiar acting as respondents 
and collaborators in the preparation of materials for the 
creation of a dictionary for the Temiar language. The Temi- 
ar members of the editorial team are listed on the title page. 
They deserve most of the credit for the contents of this 
dictionary. 



3. Nathalie Means and Paul B. Means, Sengoi-English, Eng- 
lish-Sengoi Dictionary (University of Toronto and York Uni- 
versity, The Joint Centre on Modern East Asia, 1986). 

Means, Nathalie. 1998. Temiar-English, English-Temiar 
Dictionary. St. Paul, Minnesota: Hamline University Press. 



Siri Pengetahuan Bahasa dan Sastera DBF BiL 1 



TENGLEQ KUI SEROK 



A Study of the Temiar Language, with an 
Ethnographical Summary 



by 



Dr. Iskandar Carey, ph.d., b.sc. 

Asst, Adviser on Aborigines, 

Persekutuan Tanah Melayu 



Publisher 

l^WAN Bahasa dan Pustaka 

Kementerian Pelajaran Persekutuan Tanah Melayu 

kuala lumpur 

1961 



